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Directors’ Notes 
 

"The Party told you to reject the evidence of your eyes.  It was their final, 
most essential command." 

Winston Churchill famously stated, "Those that fail to learn from history 
are doomed to repeat it."  While past events might have differences from 
current happenings, earlier occurrences can create iterative patterns that 
can give societies the ability to predict probabilities that can serve as 
warning of what to avert or at least mitigate future catastrophes.   

"If you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a 
human face—forever." 

Goerge Orwell, in his novel, 1984, composes a compelling argument 
against authoritarianism by taking his readers into a society where Big 
Brother is constantly observing any and everything that one does and 
judges not just actions and words, but most terrifyingly, thoughts. 

"Who controls the past controls the future. Who controls the present 
controls the past." 

Orwell wrote, “I do not believe that the kind of society I describe 
necessarily will arrive, but I believe that something resembling it could 
arrive.  The moral to be drawn is a simple one: Don’t let it happen.  It 
depends on you.” 

"War is peace. Freedom is slavery. Ignorance is strength."   
In short, 1984 remains relevant because its central fears — unchecked 
surveillance, manipulation of truth, and the erosion of private life — 
are not just speculative fiction but are already embedded in today’s 
political, technological, and cultural landscape. 

"Freedom is the freedom to say that two plus two make four." 
 

Something to think about…. 
…Keith Townsend and Mike Wydick, Directors 



3 
 

 

This production is entered in the American College Theatre Festival (ACTF), a national 
educational network founded in 1969 to identify, promote, and celebrate college and university 
theatre production and training. 

ACTF seeks to: 

• Encourage, recognize, and celebrate the finest and most diverse work produced in 
university and college theatre programs; 

• Provide opportunities for participants to develop their theatre skills and insight, and 
achieve professionalism; 

• Improve the quality of college and university theatre in the United States; and 
• Encourage colleges and universities to give distinguished productions of new plays, 

especially those written by students; the classics, revitalized or newly conceived; and 
experimental works. 

Through ACTF participation, each production is eligible for a response by a regional ACTF 
representative. Selected students and faculty may also be invited to participate in regional and 
national ACTF programs, including scholarships, awards, professional development 
opportunities, and educational initiatives for actors, directors, dramaturgs, playwrights, 
designers, stage managers, critics, and arts leadership. 

Productions entered at the Participating level are eligible for invitation to a regional ACTF festival 
and may be considered for regional or national recognition for outstanding achievement in 
production, design, direction, and performance, in accordance with current program guidelines. 

Each year, ACTF engages hundreds of productions and thousands of students nationwide. By 
entering this production, our theatre department joins a national community committed to 
artistic rigor, educational excellence, access, and professional development in collegiate theatre. 

Additional support for the American College Theatre Festival is provided through national and 
regional partners committed to advancing excellence in collegiate theatre education. 
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1984 
Cast 

Loudspeaker………………………………...….…Zac Rinker 
Parsons……………………………………...…Anya Spanger 
Syme…………………………………………....Mikeal Eiker 
Winston…………………………………………Carter Fobert 
Winston Understudy……………………...…..Nathan Adams 
Messenger…………………………………..…Raeden James 
Coffee Vender…………..…Ayannah Vaughn/Kaci Singleton 
O’Brien………………………………………Tristan Pettross 
Julia………………………………………..….Kaci Singleton 
Julia Understudy………………………...…Ayannah Vaughn 
Big Brother……………………………...……….Erick Wolfe 
Goldstein…………………………………..……Eric Sullivan 
Gladys………………………………………..…Kylee Brown 
Landlady…………………………………….Meadow Harvey 
Martin………………………………...Xion Slater-Henderson 
Waitress………………...…Ayannah Vaughn/Kaci Singleton 
Special Investigator 1…………………….…..Rory Matthews 
Special Investigator 2………………...Xion Slater-Henderson 

Guards 
                    Makail Cull                   Alex Bohlander 
                    Canaan Matthews             Josep Hutson 
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1984 
Production Team 

Staging Director………………………………...…….Keith Townsend 
Technical Director………………………………………Mike Wydick 
Assistant Director………………………………………….Noah Rider 
Acting Coach…………………………………………....Mike Wydick 
Stage Manager………………………………………….Chloe Ostberg 
Production Concept & Set Design…………………....Keith Townsend 
Technical Concept & Design Execution……..……….....Mike Wydick 
Scenic Backdrop Design and Creation…………….....Madilyne Moore 
Artistic Consultant……………………………………...Daniel Reneau 
Set Construction……..Noah Collins, Rory Matthews, Tristen Pettross 
Rigging…………..Meadow Harvey, Tristen Pettross, Rory Matthews 
Set Painting……………………………………Rory Matthews & Cast 

1984 Stagin………………………………….Keith Townsend 
1984 Acting Coach…………………………………...…Mike Wydick 
IT Specialist/Video Projection………….…Phil Wade & Justin White 
Lighting Design………………………………………Brooke Bellamy 
Lighting Techs……………………………………...…Tristen Pettross 
Lightboard Operator…………………...Destiny Perry & Lie Lookhart 
Video Filming/Editing…………….…Elijah Anderson & Daniel York 

Bridge Productions, KC 
Costume Concept……………………………………..Keith Townsend 
Costume Assistant…………………………………...…Kaci Singleton 
Hair & Make-Up………………………………………..Raeden James 
Properties………………………………………….….Keith Townsend 
Marketing……………………………………………...….Erick Wolfe 
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UPCOMING 
PRODUCTION: 

 

Little Shop 
Of 

Horrors 
 

November & December, 2026 
 

Thank you for your support! 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		MCC-Longview_1984_Program.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

